2016Jul13 Shields Race Report


Limerock was being used by NYYC for a regatta, and was not back at the docks by 430. We left Ross Cann, David Bush Brown from boat 121 and Socrates V, to stay on the docks until it arrived.    Guy Sanchez drove Capt Hosea with Betsy Reed and Adam Ray.  Ida had Dan Eardley, Phylis Detwiler,  Wendy Lotts and Mary Bush Brown, both from 121 and Geoff Ewenson.

When we arrived south of Gould we first lined up with Zulu and 13, and we're going to set gates on the leeward end with a wind of 205. After sitting for a while, the wind shifted right to 210 then to 220, and we shifted east, which lined up Foxtrot, 13 and Victor. We dropped anchor and soon discovered  Limerock would not be available and began to set up Capt Hosea to anchor the pin end for a wind axis of 220 .  
The course was set for F to port, Victor to port, 13 to port, Victor to port with an upwind finish.

The starting line was established at line direction of 130 with Captain Hosea anchored. High tide was 3:00pm.  During the starting  sequence the wind was shifting from 210 to 230 and at the time of the start it was 230 making the signal boat favored. With the outgoing tide and the line not square we ended up with a general recall.

The wind continued to swing back and forth, and not being sure how much adjustment may be needed we went to an AP.  Capt Hosea was moved forward about 10 degrees, since the wind was more consistent at 230 and yet still showing 220 at the bridge. The I flag was flown as part of the next starting sequence after dropping the AP. The fleet left plenty of space with the starting line, all clear.

Through out the race the wind was oscillating from 205 to 235 always coming back to 220. No changes were made. The race was over 7 miles long when completed. The fleet was well spread out from top to bottom, calling the finishes was straight forward, with the two closest boats (over lapped) were 222 and 143.  

Kilo, arrived during the race with Ross, David and Socrates, a rib provided by NYYC, when they could not find the keys for Limerock.  Kilo stood ready at the   windward and leeward marks, ready to set Charlie, with new courses, if needed and Capt Hosea was ready to set an orange TET for a new mark with an expected right shift that never happened.

A great night of racing.

Best,

 

Bill O'Hanley



