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Jeanneau America Becomes Presenting Partner of Ida Lewis Distance Race  

 
Double-Handed Racing and Friendly Fun Will Have Renewed Emphasis 

 

NEWPORT, R.I. (June 15, 2020) – The annual Ida Lewis Distance Race, scheduled for its 
16th edition starting Saturday, August 15, has announced that Jeanneau America is the 
event’s new Presenting Partner. The news comes on the heels of the race changing its 
start date from Friday to Saturday to better accommodate an inclusive weekend 
schedule and coincides with other exciting changes for the event, including a Mixed 
(coed) Double-Handed class added to its traditional lineup of IRC, PHRF (Spinnaker and 
Cruising Spinnaker), One Design, Multihull, and open Double-Handed classes. 

“Jeanneau America is thrilled to be named the Presenting Partner for the 2020 Ida 
Lewis Distance Race,” said Nick Harvey, President of Jeanneau America. “With a ton of 
support from our local dealer Bluenose Yacht Sales, our new Jeanneau Sun Fast 3300 is 
poised to be the one to watch in the new Double-Handed division.” 

 

Jeanneau America has become the Presenting Partner of the 2020 Ida Lewis Distance Race, which starts Saturday, 
August 15. Three of its new Jeanneau Sun Fast 3300s are expected to join the racing in the new Mixed Double-

Handed class.  
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A Mixed Double-Handed class is set to debut at the 2024 Olympic Regatta, which has 
sparked wide interest in the discipline as well as Jeanneau’s Sun Fast 3300, which fits 
the bill for easy performance handling by short-handed crews while also filling a niche 
for fun sailing with family and friends. Harvey expects three of the 3300s to join the 
Mixed Double-Handed class and up to six of the boats to be sailing in the local area by 
next summer. 

“It all dovetails perfectly with the Ida Lewis Distance Race and its long-term 
commitment to double-handed racing and short- to mid-distance racing in general,” 
said Ida Lewis Distance Race Chair Pat Kennedy, who added that because of so many 
regatta cancellations this season and in anticipation of at least some CDC guidelines 
still being in place in mid-August, the Race Organizers are putting a priority on fun 
racing for families and friends. 

The Ida Lewis Distance Race, for boats 28 feet or longer, starts and finishes off Newport, R.I. 
and uses a choice of six courses (two of them newly added this year), ranging from 33 to 169 
nautical miles, to send teams on either an overnight coastal race or – new for this year – a day 
race on Narragansett Bay. 

Per the Notice of Race, the IRC and both Double-Handed classes will sail one of the four longer 
courses, with a start on Saturday and finish on Sunday. The PHRF and Cruising Spinnaker 

classes will both sail the Narragansett Bay Course, which tracks either clockwise or counter-
clockwise (depending on the wind) around Conanicut and Prudence Islands. Those 

teams will start on Saturday and finish on Saturday afternoon. Joining the PHRF racing will 
be J/30s, J/88s, J/105s, J/109s, and J/121s competing in the J Fest Regatta, hosted 
August 15-16 by Sail Newport; they will be scored separately and together with the Ida 
Lewis Distance Race fleet. 

Sailors are encouraged to enter now and pay later to give organizers an idea of who 
will be joining the racing. The entry fee is due and payable by August 1, 2020. Any entry 
fees paid prior to that date are fully refundable through August 1; in the event the race 
is cancelled after August 1, all entry fees paid will be refunded in full.  

A portion of every entry fee ($50) will go to support the Seamen’s Church Institute in 
Newport, a non-profit organization whose mission it is to protect, preserve and 
enhance the maritime culture of Newport and Narragansett Bay. 

Youth and Collegiate divisions are again being included. To fulfill the requirement of 
completing a Junior Safety at Sea seminar (many of which have been cancelled due to 
COVID 19), Youth competitors can substitute the online version of US Sailing’s 
Sanctioned Coastal Safety at Sea Class. 
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Sponsors 

Ida Lewis Yacht Club hosts this world-class race with the help of generous sponsors. 
Our Presenting Partner for 2020 is Jeanneau America. Our Silver Partner is Safe Harbor 
Newport Shipyard; Bronze Partners are Gold’s Wine & Spirits,  Newport Construction 
Services, and Stella Artois. Contributing Sponsors are Goslings Rum, Mac Designs, Toni 
Mills Graphic Design, and Triton Insurance. 

ABOUT JEANNEAU – celebrating over 60 years of boat building 

From the first artisan-crafted runabout in 1957 to today’s precision-manufactured 
powerboats and sailboats, our passion and commitment has spread worldwide. 
Jeanneau is proud to rely on 2500 employees and our network of over 400 distributors 
located around the world. Our customers help drive the innovation and quality that are 
the hallmarks of Jeanneau. As experienced power boaters and sailors, their input 
enables our design and production teams to quickly implement new ideas and enhance 
proven ones. The result, as you’ll see, is a way of creating boats of extraordinary 
quality, value and timeless beauty.  

For more information, go to www.ilyc.org/distancerace or contact Pat Kennedy, 
Distancerace@ilyc.org Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and YouTube   
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Ida Lewis Yacht Club will host the 2020 Ida Lewis Distance Race Presented by Jeanneau America, which begins 
Saturday, August 15.  (photo by Michelle Almeida)  Click photo to download in high resolution 
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